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N ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this at 
j I mailed); a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communicatio 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject I 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . El This communication is responsive to response filed on October 20, 2003 . 

2. E3 The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-3 end 7-15 . 

3. □ The drawings filed on are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. H Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) El All b)DSome* c) □ None of the: 



made^f a claim fordomes P tic; priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 1 20 and/or 121 since a specific reference was included 
of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 37 CFR 1.78. 



8. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets' 

(a) D including changes required by the Notice of Draftspeisun » raicm 

1 ) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No. . 

(b) □ including changes required by the proposed drawing correction fil. 

(c) D including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendme 



lew (PTO-948) 

3Slnformation Disclosure Statements (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08), 
^PaperNo._3je£z<V<«- , b/ 13/i T. 



5D Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6D Interview Summary (PTO-413), Paper No. . 

7E3 Examiner's Amendment/Comment 

8H Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 

9Q Other 



Application/Control Number: 10/088,779 ?a.ge 1 

Art Unit: 1742 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner' s amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization Tor this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Klaus Stoffel on January 22, 2004. 

The application has been amended as follows (supported by the instant specification page 
4 lines 20-24): 

In claim 7 lines 1-2 delete "..before introducing the structure casting into the casting 
process, subjecting the aluminum alloy to a melt treatment." and replace with -subjecting the 
aluminum alloy to a melt treatment before casting.-. 

Cancel non-elected claims 4-6. 



Reasons For Allowance 

2 The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: the closest prior art, 
WO 93/083 14 or the instant specification description of T7 heat treatment, does not teach or 
suggest the presently claimed method of heat treatment of aluminum alloys complete with the 
presently claimed heat treatment temperatures, holding times, heat-up times (heating rate), and 
cooling times (cooling rate), substantially as presently claimed in independent claim 1. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
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fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 



examiner should be directed to Janelle Combs-Morillo whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
1240. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 am- 6:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Roy King can be reached on (571) 272-1244. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0661 . 



Any inquiry concerning this 



from the 





January 22, 2004 



